Towards A New Society. Transnational Imaginations of Alternative

and Utopian Communities in Romance Cultures Around 1900
June 10-12, 2026

Wednesday, June 10

12:30-1:00 PM | Flori Haack/ Carlos Gustavo Halaburda/ Teresa Hiergeist
Introduction

PANEL I: Science, Occultism, and the Borders of Knowledge

1:00 - 1:30 PM | Adriana Rodriguez-Alfonso (University of Tiibingen)

Membranes of Conviviality: Scientific Discourses of Boundary-Making in the Short
Fiction of Santiago Ramdn y Cajal and Amado Nervo

1:30 -2:00 PM | Carlos Gustavo Halaburda (University of Chicago)

A Comedic Conspiracy: Occult Parlors and the Architecture of Degeneracy in 1900s

Argentine Theatre

2:00 - 2:30 PM | Teresa Hiergeist (University of Vienna)
En busca del yo superior. Self-Optimization, Determinism, and Conservatism in Spanish
Theosophy around 1900

2:30 -3:00 PM | Panel Discussion

3:00-3:30 PM | COFFEE BREAK

PANEL II: Queer Utopias and Alternative Relationships

3:30-4:00 PM | Giulia Lombardi (University of Munich)

Love in the Time of Modernism: Alternative Love Discourses in the Avant-Garde (1910-
1920)

4:00 - 4:30 PM | Flori Haack (University of Vienna)
Lesbianism as a Cult? Alternative Relationship Forms in Lesbian Literature around 1900

4:30 - 5:00 PM | Alvaro Arango Vallejo (University of Bonn)

Satanic Feminism in Turn-of-the-Century Portuguese Literature: “A feiticeira” (1908) by
Ana de Castro Osdrio and “Saténia” (1927) by Judith Teixeira

5:00 -5:30 PM | Panel Discussion

5:30 PM | BUFFET AT THE UNIVERSITY

Thursday, June 11

PANEL Ill: Anarchist and Working-Class Communities

9:30 - 10:00 AM | Judith Frommer (University of Vienna)

Side by Side: Character Constellations of the ‘quarto stato’ From Pellizza da Volpedo to

‘La Mafia uccide solo d’estate’

10:00 - 10:30 AM | Janek Scholz (University of Leipzig)
Libertarian Utopias in the Works of Gigi Damiani and Neno Vasco

10:30-11:00 AM | Albert Goschl (University of Graz)
L’Essai d’Aiglemont: (De-)Constructing an Anarchist Utopia through its Texts

11:00-11:30 AM | Panel Discussion

11:30-1:00 PM | LUNCH

PANEL IV: Political Futures and Utopian Experimentations
1:00 PM -1:30 PM | Soledad Quereilhac (University of Buenos Aires)
Future Projections of a Promising Present: Two Utopias of an Emerging Nation

(Argentina, 1900-1910)

1:30 - 2:00 PM | Sandra Gasparini (University of Buenos Aires)
La dltima fantasia de E. L. Holmberg

2:00 -2:30 PM | Panel Discussion
2:30-3:00 PM | COFFEE BREAK

3:00 PM-5:30 PM | CULTURAL PROGRAM



Friday, June 12
PANEL V: Civilization and its Discontents

9:30 -10:00 AM | Juliane Tauchnitz (University of Mannheim)
The Ship and the Uncanny: Moving Narratives of Fear and Social Upheaval in French and

Spanish Short Stories around 1900

10:00 - 10:30 AM | Matthias Hausmann (University of Vienna)
Hybrid Utopias around 1900: Ambivalent Futures at the Turn of the Century

10:30 - 11:00 AM | Rita Rieger (University of Salzburg)
Towards Existence? On Jules Gaultier’s Bovarysm and Miguel de Unamuno’s Quixotism

11:00-11:30 AM | Panel Discussion

11:30-11:50 AM | Closing Remarks



